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Does the City of Adrian allow both commercial medical and adult use (recreational) 
marihuana? 
 
Yes. The City passed an ordinance opting into medical marihuana in December 2017. After state 
legalization of recreational marihuana, the City passed a second ordinance in 2019 allowing 
equivalent types adult use/recreational establishments. Most non-equivalents license or permit types 
are prohibited. 
 
Do I need a municipal permit to operate a commercial marihuana facility in the city of 
Adrian? 
 
Yes. You must apply for a municipal permit for each type of facility you are interested in operating. 
Permits are valid for up to one year. Renewal and new permit applications are taken annually based 
upon the ordinance requirements and the schedule set by City Commission resolution. 
 
Can I open a commercial marihuana facility or establishment anywhere in the city? 
 
No. Location of marihuana related businesses is regulated by zoning. Up to ten (10) stand-alone 
provisioning centers may be located within the B1/B2 district, while all other types of 
facilities/establishments are located in industrial or agricultural areas, specifically in the two (2) 
marihuana overlay zones. 
 
Is there a wait list for permits in the B1/B2 Districts? 
 
No. Effective with the 2020 application period, there will no longer be a waitlist for those interested 
in obtaining a  permit in the business districts. If and when a permit becomes available in the B1/B2 
district, the Commission will determine whether an application window outside of the annual 
timeframe needs to be established to issue the permit. 
 
Can I apply for more than one type of permit on the same application? 
 
Yes. The application allows you to check off each type of permit being sought. There is no limit as 
to how many permits can be applied for on one application, however, if multiple locations are sought 
then a separate application must be completed for each address. 
 
Will my application really be denied if it is incomplete? 
 
Yes. Section 46-505 (3) of the local code states that an incomplete application is subject to denial. 
Each applicant signs a notarized checklist swearing to have submitted each required document and 
a complete application. Please check and double check your application for completeness. In any 
event, no more than one deficiency will be allowed to be cured on any one application. 
 
How much is the fee for a commercial marihuana facility permit? 
 
The fee is $5000.00 non-refundable for each type of permit requested. Fees will NOT be refunded 
for denied applications. 
 
Do I have to pay a fee for each type of permit? 
 
Yes. There is a $5000.00 fee for each type of permit. However, each type of application is considered 
individually. Therefore, a $5000.00 fee is due for  the medical application and an additional $5000.00 
is due for the adult-use application. 
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Where do I pay my application fee(s)? 
 
Application fees are accepted Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM at the teller window on 
the 1st floor of Adrian City Hall, 135 E. Maumee St, Adrian, Michigan 49221. A receipt for 
application fees MUST be submitted to the City Clerk WITH the completed application. If a permit 
application is submitted by mail or courier it MUST be accompanied by a certified check for the full 
amount of all permit fees. 
 
Do I need Zoning Exception and Zoning Compliance permits? 
 
Yes. All applicants must have proper zoning permits in place in order to be recommended for 
approval of a MJ facility permit. Applications and fees for zoning permits and site plan reviews are 
separate from those submitted for a commercial marihuana facility permit. Zoning applications are 
made on the 3rd Floor of Adrian City Hall. 
 
Zoning exception permits are not granted without proper review and approval of comprehensive site 
plans by the zoning administrator and planning commission. 
 
How long will it take to get a recommendation on my application? 
 
The City Clerk has up to 90 days from the date of a complete application to make a 
recommendation to the City Commission for approval or denial. The City Commission has up to 
120 days to decide. However, please remember that the time clock starts ticking once a complete 
application is received. Additionally, it is the applicant’s responsibility to be diligent in cooperating 
with the zoning department in submission of applications, fees, and comprehensive site plans. Failure 
to do so will delay processing of the application. If the applicant does not timely submit all required 
documents to all departments it may result in a denial of the commercial marihuana facility permit. 
 
What is the 180-day requirement? 
 
Our local ordinance requires that all permit holders obtain a valid state license within 180 days 
of issuance of the commercial marihuana facility permit or the permit will become lapse and 
void. If there is good cause for the state license not being obtained within that time frame, it is the 
sole responsibility of the permit holder to make a written request for an extension and continue to 
use due diligence in seeking the state license. A permit holder cannot maintain a permit without 
diligently seeking state licensing. 
 
Does the permit go with the property if sold? 
 
No. The permit belongs to the applicant not the property. Under certain circumstances, if a 
permit holder wants to relinquish his/her rights to the permit upon sale of the property, a permit may 
be transferred to a new individual or entity, but it is not a quick process. All requirements of Section 
46-502 (c) or (d) of the code must be met and Commission approval of the transfer is required. In 
addition, application fees are non-transferable. Always verify that a permit holder is eligible to apply 
for transfer before assuming a permit will be available on a newly purchased property. 
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